
ZADIE CAUDLE - HONORARY FREEWOMAN OF GODALMING  

 

It is with immense sadness that Godalming Town Council announce the passing of 
Mrs Zadie Caudle, Honorary Freewomen of Godalming, aged 90 years, in the early 
hours of 28 February 2024 at her beloved home.   
 

Zadie resided in Godalming for many, many years, and along with her late husband 
Peter, played an active part in the life of Godalming. Although the town has gone 
through many changes, it has retained its identity and inherent history to which Peter 
and Zadie contributed in many different ways. Peter and Zadie, throughout their lives, 
worked together to preserve the historic heart of the town, not only by ensuring that 
Church Street’s historic buildings were maintained to the highest standard, but also by 
nurturing new and small independent businesses.  
 
As a leading opponent to the demolition of significant parts of Church Street for the 
construction of a relief road in the 1970’s, which led to the creation of the original Town 
Centre Conservation Area, Zadie continued to work for the protection of the town’s 
historic character. Although a private person, who did not seek the limelight, Zadie had 
a deep love of Godalming and its people, which through her philanthropic ethos had 
been of inestimable benefit to local organisations and community groups over the 
years and despite the loss of her life-long partner; Zadie unstintingly carried on and 
built upon this long commitment to ‘their’ town where they enjoyed their life together.  
 
As part of her commitment to the town, Zadie created The Peter Caudle Memorial 
Trust, which supported many town initiatives that have and will continue to provide 
benefit to the community for many years to come. These initiatives included the 
reinstatement of the historical Boarden Bridge.  Without Zadie’s support it is unlikely 
the bridge would have ever been restored for public use. Zadie also supported the 
dedication of the 'New' ‘Godalming War Memorial, which for the first time 
commemorated all those from the town who died in 20th century conflicts. There were 
many other projects that Zadie generously supported including the creation of an 
outside learning space at The Burys Scout HQ and the internal refurbishment of the 
town’s iconic Pepperpot so it could be used as a learning centre for Godalming 
Museum’s work with the children of the town.  
 
Zadie’s commitment to the town was not just preserving its past, but also providing 
for its future. This she achieved through improvements to the facilities at Broadwater 
Park Community Centre and works needed to convert it to become the Broadwater 
Youth Centre. She also gave generously to support the Godalming Community Store 
and enjoyed the opening night of the Wilfrid Noyce Centre that she had helped to fit 
out with state-of-the art kitchen facilities and tiered seating in the new ‘Caudle Hall’.  
 
Zadie’s love of the town, in which she met and married her husband, shone out in 
every conversation she had, and, by her actions, she kept Peter’s memory alive with 
such good grace. Zadie Caudle more than demonstrated, through her actions, her 
outstanding commitment to the wellbeing of the town and its residents, and without 
doubt, made an exceptional personal contribution to the promotion, achievement, 
and delivery of community services. 
 
 



On behalf of the Godalming Town Council, Mayor of Godalming Cllr Adam Duce said 
“It is with great sadness to hear of the passing of our Freewoman of Godalming, 
Zadie Caudle. What is so evident to see from all her work for the town is the 
community spirit that she embodied with her husband, Peter. The conviction to lead 
by example and invest in the infrastructure of the town to preserve its history but also 
anticipate its future needs is one that inspires me as the mayor and a local 
councillor.' 
 
Zadie supported Godalming and was always aware that there were people less 
fortunate than her.  It was her wish that any donations are made to the Godalming 
and Villages Community Store. https://godalmingcommunitystore.org/financial-
donations 
 
In remembering Zadie, Mayor of Waverley Cllr Penny Rivers, recalled that “in times 
gone by I often saw Peter and Zadie together. They would walk their dogs in Church 
Street and the Burys and always took the time to say hello. They were well-known and 
greatly respected residents of Godalming. 
 
When Peter died, Zadie wanted his name to live on, and she gave generously to 
Godalming. When elected to Surrey County Council, I was asked by residents to 
replace the long-broken, fenced-off Boarden Bridge – a much-loved bridge walked by 
children of all ages, and a beautiful feature of our town. It is with thanks to Zadie that 
we have a new, well-crafted wooden foot bridge and in May 2018 on a lovely sunny 
day Zadie cut the ribbon and opened the bridge for us all to enjoy. 

It was a privilege to have known Zadie and I cherish the memories of her kindness 
and hospitality. Zadie enjoyed living in Godalming. She gave graciously and we are 
grateful. 

Peter and Zadie are together again, and we give our thanks for their example, and we 
will continue to care for and conserve our town, the town they loved.” 
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