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(APUB lanidlord éﬁd'landla_djr

were ‘dis_tra_ught_’ after being
t'by“the Christinas power

cuts and flooding, then losing”

items they had rescued in a
burglary,” with - no contents
insurance to fall back an.

Georgia and Jeff Wats took
over runming The Mill in
Elstead in spring.

They had just finished up-
dating the sprawling historic
Pubwhen disaster struck,

Mrs. Watts said that when

‘the grounds and managed to

:,_ the :'-ﬂo'oding ‘started on

Chitigtmas Eve - on her son's

‘birthday - she and her hys.

weatch it happen,
“It. gizshed through every

band just had to stand by and

- possible gap” she said. “It

came through the wheel-
house, the stairs, it was horri-
fying, actually” .

As the water filled the
sweeping driveway, the cou-
ple rushed to their cottage in

-_—

By Jennifer Morris

A RALLYING cry for “every
resident ofCindalm i o im

salvage their most precious
items by taking  them
upstairs, ]

But on Janary 2, when the
Watts were away - from the
cottage, opportunistic thieves
smashed a window into their
home and stole what was lof

of their salvaged belongings, -

Unfortunately, the cottage

was not insured for its eon-’

tents because it is on a flood
plain, : )
Mrs Watts lost a diamond

said a neighbourhood plan is
2 legally relevant document
and holds as much weight as
2 local plan - which it will be

- éngagement ring and three
gold necklaces, and waiches
and five bottles of cham-
'pagne were also taken,

But' the couple, who have
done a healthy trade since

taking on the_popula'r water- .

ing hole, remain optimistc
and wart to reassure custorm-
‘ers the Mill will be back up
and running in March, hope-
fully in time for Mother’s
Day. T :
“She will be coming back

can to help the community

bring a neighbourhood plan  following the

together”
Chairmman —f L.

No: 16175

even more beautiful than be-
fore,” said Mrs Watts,

“This can be a new chapter
for the Mill and we look for-
ward to seeing  everyone
when she re-opens.

“The building'is prone .tg
flooding but she has not
flooded like this since 1969.

“Usually it is just a mop-
and-bucket job, but this is
different.

“She is soaked. The water
went  through the whole

attending the meeting and
Process very
carefully. [

dining room, the cellar. Trade
had been going really well,
customers were coming hack
saying how much they liked
it here and then this
happened.

“But like I said, we have to
stay optimistic”

Talking about the drama of
having 1o escape the water
while trying to salvage pos-
sessions, Mrs Watts said: “Teff
was actually a bit annoyed
with me because I was S0

precccupied trying to get in

- touch with customers to can-

cel their Christmas bookings
that by the time we gotto the
coitage, the water was over
the top of our wellies and it
was actually quite dang-
8rous. . J

“You could not see what
was pavement and what was
river.

“T was distranght when we
were burgled. -

“You get to the pointwhere

The 1900
floods
remembered

in

you just think things cannet
get any worse, and then they
do. .

“I was just getting over the
shock of the fleoding and
theh that. just knocked me
straight back down again.

“But we 'have been so
toucked by all the support we
have had from the communij-
& and "Fullers" have been
great. ‘Here's to_ a brighter

120147

ASurrey Police spokesman

Hdition

Price 90

said the force is umable to
identify whether a pattern
has developed of flooded
properties heing targeted by
thieves in the area, -
According to jts records, a
detached house in Witley was
burgled on the same day and

"a home in Milford targeted

the following day.

Anyone with information
on any-of the incidents g
asked to call Surre)\/ Police on
101,
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