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not only provide pedestrian footpaths that allow for pushchairs and wheelchairs to pass at all
points without having to encroach on the roadway, but also for a safe cycle route along its
length.

Lack of adequate crossing or street
lighting at Farncombe Station

No dropped kerb at crossing, The
Oval/Summers Road

7.11 Many of these issues can be dealt with outside the planning system. However, new development
does offer to opportunity to address these matters and it is considered that greater weight should
be given to considerations of both pedestrian and cycle access through new developments as well
as movement along public routes which development adjoins. New development should
demonstrate that desire lines for walking and cycling in relation to key destinations and existing
routes have been considered.
7.12 In addition, the matters identified in the Footways Report could be addressed through use of
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding raised from development within the Godalming and
Farncombe Neighbourhood Plan area.

Cycling
7.13 Cycling in Godalming and Farncombe, as in many towns, is more hazardous than it need be. Many
are put off from cycling by the perceived lack of safety, a point raised through the community
engagement process informing the Godalming and Farncombe Neighbourhood Plan.
7.14 Locally, more people cycling would mean reduced pressure on parking in the town centre and
reduce congestion on the roads at key times. This is particularly the case if cycling is used as a
mode of travel to work, when the roads are busiest. For instance, around 1,000 vehicles travel
into Godalming along Meadrow/Bridge Road between 8am and 9am each weekday morning.
Evidence gathered to inform the Godalming and Farncombe Neighbourhood Plan suggests that as
much as a quarter of these cars may be coming from as close as Farncombe or Binscombe and
travelling elsewhere in Godalming. Even if only a third of these trips could be shifted to bike (or
walking) this would contribute greatly to improving traffic circulation and reducing the impact of
traffic.
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7.15 A review18 of cycling conditions and the causes of low bicycle use by the local community identified
a number of actions that could help to improve the number of people cycling. As with walking,
many of these can be dealt with outside the planning system. In addition, the report identified a
series of priority routes and schemes that will improve cycle access. As with walkway routes, the
general principle should be that new development will create new cyclists and therefore should
contribute towards the delivery of these schemes as a need arising from them.
7.16 The adopted Waverley Local Plan identified two priority schemes for Godalming in Policy M7:
i.

widening the public footpath between Marshall Road and Chalk Road to form a shared footpath
and cycle route; and

ii.

a new footpath and cycle route, with associated footbridges over the River Wey, between the
Wey Inn roundabout and the road behind the Homebase store.

7.17 The first of these schemes has been completed but the second has yet to be considered in detail.
The Godalming and Farncombe Neighbourhood Plan review work identified three options to
achieve priority scheme (ii) above, although none are deliverable in the short term, either due to
high costs or the need to narrow the existing vehicular route, which is unlikely to be acceptable to
the community.
7.18 In addition to this identified need, a number of other schemes have been identified, as shown in
Figure 7.2.

18

Godalming & Farncombe Neighbourhood Plan (2015) Godalming: Cycling Issues and Proposals
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Figure 7.2: Priority Schemes for Improving Cycle Access in Godalming
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Movement Routes
7.19 In terms of trying to positively influence future patterns of movement into and around the town,
the Godalming and Farncombe Neighbourhood Plan seeks to focus on making improvements for
pedestrians and cyclists in order to encourage more walking and cycling from all the residential
areas. This will benefit not only local residents but will help to address and potentially limit the
amount of traffic that comes into Godalming and Farncombe from the proposed major
developments at Dunsfold Park and Milford.
7.20 Linking residential areas into the network of walkways is vital to encourage more walking and less
use of the car but also to connect these areas and their residents to the main services in Godalming
and Farncombe. The same principles apply to the provision of improved cycling routes, although
this requires more physical improvements before a more comprehensive network is in place that
can represent a credible alternative to the private car. Such improvements to walking and cycling
have a range of benefits including:


providing genuine alternatives to the private car as a means of accessing the town centre
shops as well as other key shops and services, such as the GP surgery and local schools;



providing health benefits through increased walking and cycling;



facilitating less congestion at busy times by encouraging children walking to and from school
and people walking to the station and shops rather than 'jumping in the car' for a short journey;



providing a safer environment for the community of Godalming and Farncombe, including for
vulnerable users.

7.21 Access on foot and by bicycle into and around Godalming town centre and to key facilities such as
local schools and Godalming and Farncombe railway stations requires improvement to existing
walkways and cycle routes as well as the provision of some new walkways, pedestrian crossing
points and cycle routes in order to encourage increases in usage. As shown earlier in this section,
work by the Godalming and Farncombe Neighbourhood Plan Transport Working Group has
identified and mapped the main footpaths and cycle routes in Godalming and Farncombe. From
this, a number of Movement Routes have been identified that will enable access on foot and by
bicycle to these key facilities. These are shown in Figure 7.3. It is vital that these Movement Routes
are improved and that access to them from new housing development can be provided.
7.22 For any development which does come forward, it will be important that safe footpath and, where
possible, cycle access is provided to link in with these movement routes. Without this, these new
developments will be isolated from the footway and cycle network and will become car-dependent
estates.
7.23 Where improvements are necessary and directly related to the proposed development,
contributions will be sought through Section 106 agreements and will be used to part-fund these
and lever in match funding from other sources.
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Figure 7.3: Movement Routes
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